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Source 1

@ o Rivetiiont  comcasT | Amnbh

program booklet, Taste of the Caribbean & Jerk Festival, 2013. CHS Collection 2015.196.71.3

Background: The Taste of the Caribbean and Jerk Festival began as a single evening event and expanded into a day-long
festival held since 2006 at the Riverfront Plaza at the beginning of Celebration Week. Billed as a “One day festival of
Caribbean food, culture, music, games, traditions” the festival includes local and visiting performers, food vendors from
a variety of Caribbean cultures, information booths, arts and crafts vendors, local and visiting dance groups, and since
2011, a procession of Mas dancers from CCHAP’s Mas Camp program in collaboration with CICCA, the Caribbean
International Carnival Cultural Association. With Greater Hartford now being home to the third largest West Indian
community in the nation, beloved traditions like Carnival have been transplanted and sustained here. In 1962, Jamaica
and Trinidad and Tobago claimed their Independence from Great Britain. Since that year, the West Indian Parade and
Independence Celebration has been a highlight of Hartford’s summer activities. The week of activities includes many
events taking place at the different island clubs around Hartford and features headlining musicians who perform at the
West Indian Social Club. The celebration concludes with a parade and festival in Hartford featuring floats, steel band
performances, and masqueraders displaying brilliant costumes.
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Source 2

Jamaicans Seek Future In America: Dr. R. C. Ransom Cites Conclusions Based on Group Study
The I:{f"an'fc.urd Courant (1923-1994); Jul 29, 1945; ProQuest 1listorical Newspapers: Hartford Courant
Py-

Jamaicans
Seek Future
In America

Dr. R. C. Ransom Cites
Conclusions Based on
Group Study .

Many of the Jamaican workers
. Connecticus Jook With eagerness
1a the opnoriunities lor educalion
and tmaiming they may have
Ameorica, according to Dr, Reverdy
C. Razsom. new director o2 the
fervace-Canteenn 0f Hartlord, W9
s heen 2 gunister to the Connecl-
sout workers for eight monins.
QUuESTIONitE A Froup of Worsers.
(hosen as a Cross secion, Dr. l}arj-
somn discovered tRal €2 pes cein At
desinaiely ilerested in cqm;:‘.s: ba‘ct
16 Amenca o1 the close of theis wal
conteacts, More than half of '.hgr-.:r.'
weels 10 resurn to further their edu-
cason and vocational taimng.

A pumber ol the group arre :11:
ready lariug corresnondence ~chool
wors in tiewr teee ume, More thal
walt wouid LRe 0 RO 0 mizlit
~thool. ¢ o
Dr. Rapsont. ®ho nas a_minisfer
to the Jamaicans for t._hc Connecu-
s Council of Churcies and ihe
Conncecticur Shage Tobacco Growers
Azncultural Association from No-
vember, 1934, to June of thie Year,
decided to make a study of the ed-
scational a1ms and PostwWar MLSTres.s
a! theie men ~with the hope t,h‘at
ame future program mughu beneill
e migrant Jamawcan WOTREY

bee

Jssguchout Connecticut.”
He :nterviewed more than 200 men
and collecied doia through de‘mﬂ.ed
Quesiionnaizes put W a stishily

ssmaller 2roup.
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Nizht sStady Difficult.

Loax working hours duritg the
summer o tobacco farms have
made nizh: school work difficult to
se1 up, Dr. Ransom points cut, How-
ever. he believes that during the
winter scason. when men are em-
plored in warehouscs 8s they have
Seen the past (%o wnters. therc
mirhs be a good opporiunity ICr
night school work among the Ja-
maicans. _

~There is a further possibiity that
schools and collegeés n  POsIwar
planning programs might open up

oppor:unities for these migrant.
worxers who are interested in pre-:

pamng themseives educationally.”
Tadications from the answer o
.: small cross-section group. Dr.
Ranscm points out. are that many
n{ the nearly 4000 Jamaicans now

1 Cornecticut will wish to remain.

M America. Nmeteen per cent of
those auetsioned would like 10 se-
cure American atizenship. A much
laraer group. <8 per cenf wang to
3¢ able 10 come back (o America ol
a permit for a {ew yearss.
Coutinuance of migrant iabor
aster the war by Jamaican workess
=it depend jargely upoh resulations
n? the United Stalcs and Brithh
zovernmeonts, Dr. Ranscm points out.

Employers Satixfied.

He notes. however. that farm,
manazess have been well satisiied.
withh camaican labor and a number
rave sajd that the advantages of-
hating men living on the farms and,
available for otertime and emerg-
fncY work waw so great that they!
“¢id ot kxnow what ther would do
¢ Jamalcan abor werce permanent-
v taken away after the close of
ihe waz”

Correspondence courses which the
men are now taking are practically
al] in the ficlds of meghanical and
indusirial  oducation. Some 40
courses. however, are listed as those
the men would like to take. Tuey
include regular scholastic courses
and such specialijes 2s animal nus-
pandry, veterinary science, auto
raechanics, foremanship, civil en-
zineering. telezraphy. iyping, finger
painting, photography. i

Although over two-thirds of the'
Jamaicans in Dr. Ransom’s siudy
nave finished elementary school, few
have done much colleze work.

Many Jamaicans in State.

Conneciicut has taken a special
cultural interest in the Jamaican
earkess, Dr. Ransom points oul.
\arious orpanizations and acencies
in the state are spending thousands
of dollars cach vear on proxrams
arsianed to help thie workers become
hetter adapied o their new cnviron-
ment.

Thie siate has been one ol the
arees:  emnlovers of migrafit Ja-
malcan  iabor, There were 3308
Jamarcans mn Conaccticur ai the
rind 0f Anril, accoraing to Dr. Run-
s fQzures.  The majority. T053.
were emploved n azriculiure. Some
1200. however. were in indusinal
wobe, The 2:a] number of Jamai-
rans in the siate has increased by
pow. wiith sunimer agricultural de-
mands. 10 nearly $000.
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Cominz from an aanculiural’
country, ihe majonty preferred 10,
do {arm work here, Others. howeter.'
with a previous experience in sugar
{actories and smaller industries in!
Jamaica, or with a desire to gain;
industrial experience. seek faclory,
work., More than 20 Connecicut’
tuctories no® employ Jamaicans,

Aciuajly, the group questioned by
Dr. Ranscn has been engazed in &'
wide varie:y of occupations in their.
native land before coming o Amer-.
ica. 1t cluded carpenters, cierks,.
{armers. construciion foremen, wels,
fareworkers. teachers, masods. me-:
chanics, studei.ts »nd many others.

About one-third of the men own;
some kind of property in Jamalca..
\Zaost are between 20 and 30 years.
old. and the majorily unmarried.
Nearly all. Dr. Rapson leamed, are
affilfated with a religious faith. e
majority beinz members of the,
Church of Enxiand, Bapuisis and:
Methodists.

Bo:h Zarm owners and industrid:
sxecuiives throuzhout Coanneclicut,
rxpress appreciaticn, Dr. Ransomn.
repnricd. for the manner in which
e muorant Jamajcan workers huve
siven results in their work. :

He guates Emess W, Elliotl, jus-.
1ice of peace in Kinzston. Jamaica,!
and olficlal photographer Ior the:
United States Depariment of Labor.
as saring on 8 recent visit to fellow:
Jamaicans on Ccpnecticul farms'
that he found “empioyers (o be ab-
soiutely satisfied with the services:
civen by the Jamalcans, and that
they are well behaved. consistent,
workers.” He added that “the Jamal.
cans are satisfied with the wanzes
and type of work” and “there is /'
stront desire W have them here
{rom yecar to year)"

-

Copyright © 2022
Connecticut Historical Society Museum & Library



Source 3

YouTube Video:
Lunch and Learn: Social and Cultural Expressions of Puerto Rican Settlement in Postwar Hartford - YouTube
Watch: minute 6:02 to minute 12:10 (~6 minutes) and minute 16:20 to minute 17:50 (~1 minute 30 seconds)

Background: This video is of a virtual presentation titled, Social and Cultural Expressions of Puerto Rican Settlement in
Postwar Hartford. The virtual presentation took place on June 14, 2022 for the Connecticut Historical Society. The
presenter, Elena Marie Rosario, is a Ph.D. Candidate at the University of Michigan and a public historian. Her dissertation
project focuses on Puerto Rican migration and settlement in Hartford, Connecticut, during the post-War World Il era and
pairs in-depth archival research with community-centered methodologies, such as oral histories and community
engagement projects. Her research interests include labor, education, urban development, social movements, and
identity formation. She is a member of Hartford’s Puerto Rican community and received her B.A. from Connecticut
College in 2014.
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