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program booklet, Taste of the Caribbean & Jerk Festival, 2013.  CHS Collection 2015.196.71.3 

 
Background:  The Taste of the Caribbean and Jerk Festival began as a single evening event and expanded into a day-long 
festival held since 2006 at the Riverfront Plaza at the beginning of Celebration Week. Billed as a “One day festival of 
Caribbean food, culture, music, games, traditions” the festival includes local and visiting performers, food vendors from 
a variety of Caribbean cultures, information booths, arts and crafts vendors, local and visiting dance groups, and since 
2011, a procession of Mas dancers from CCHAP’s Mas Camp program in collaboration with CICCA, the Caribbean 
International Carnival Cultural Association. With Greater Hartford now being home to the third largest West Indian 
community in the nation, beloved traditions like Carnival have been transplanted and sustained here. In 1962, Jamaica 
and Trinidad and Tobago claimed their Independence from Great Britain. Since that year, the West Indian Parade and 
Independence Celebration has been a highlight of Hartford’s summer activities. The week of activities includes many 
events taking place at the different island clubs around Hartford and features headlining musicians who perform at the 
West Indian Social Club. The celebration concludes with a parade and festival in Hartford featuring floats, steel band 
performances, and masqueraders displaying brilliant costumes. 
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YouTube Video: 
Lunch and Learn: Social and Cultural Expressions of Puerto Rican Settlement in Postwar Hartford - YouTube 
Watch: minute 6:02 to minute 12:10 (~6 minutes) and minute 16:20 to minute 17:50 (~1 minute 30 seconds) 
 
Background:  This video is of a virtual presentation titled, Social and Cultural Expressions of Puerto Rican Settlement in 
Postwar Hartford.   The virtual presentation took place on June 14, 2022 for the Connecticut Historical Society.  The 
presenter, Elena Marie Rosario, is a Ph.D. Candidate at the University of Michigan and a public historian. Her dissertation 
project focuses on Puerto Rican migration and settlement in Hartford, Connecticut, during the post-War World II era and 
pairs in-depth archival research with community-centered methodologies, such as oral histories and community 
engagement projects. Her research interests include labor, education, urban development, social movements, and 
identity formation. She is a member of Hartford’s Puerto Rican community and received her B.A. from Connecticut 
College in 2014. 


